	Sunday, May 26, 2002
	Joseph and His Brothers
	Genesis 37:1 – 36


Joseph's story continues the saga of the establishment and fulfillment of the covenant between God and Abraham. God promised Abraham descendants which would outnumber the stars in the sky AND a promised land in which to live and call his own. Of course, God didn't promise Abraham that these things would be fulfilled in his own lifetime! Joseph's story explains how the first part of the promise was made possible. (The second part of the promise wasn't fulfilled until much later, after Abraham's numerous descendants had been enslaved in Egypt, then led to freedom by Moses through the sea, and then brought through the desert for 40 years only to fight their way into their promised land!) 

Abraham and Sarah were the parents of Isaac; Isaac and Rebekah were the parents of Jacob and Esau; and Jacob and his wives Rachel and Leah (and their servants) were the parents of Joseph, his 11 brothers, and his sister Dinah. Thus it was Abraham's great-grandson Joseph who made it possible for his family to survive and thrive through a terrible famine, and the foundation was laid for the twelve tribes of Israel to be established and multiply. Certainly to the later Pharaohs in Egypt, the descendants of Abraham outnumbered the stars in the sky! 

 FILL IN THE BLANKS:

1. "Now Israel loved Joseph _________ than all his children, because he was the son of his old age. Also he made him a tunic of many _____________" GENESIS 37:3

2. "But when his brothers saw that their father _________ him more than all his brothers, they ___________ him and could not speak peaceably to him." GENESIS 37:4

UNDERLINE THE CORRECT ANSWER:

3. "Now Joseph..." GENESIS 37:5

a. dreamed a dream 

c. and they hated him even more

b. told it to his brothers 

d. all of these

TRUE OR FALSE:

3. Joseph had no more dreams and his brothers then began to love him. GENESIS 37:9
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FILL IN THE BLANKS:

4. "Then his brothers went to feed their father's flock in Shechem. And Israel said to Joseph, 'Are not your brothers ____________ the flock in Shechem? Come, I will send you to them.' So he said to him, 'Here I am.' "GENESIS 37:12-13

5. "Now when they saw him afar off, even before he came near them, they conspired against him to kill him. Then they said to one another, 'Look, this _____________ is coming! Come therefore, let us now kill him and cast him into some ___________; and we shall say, "Some wild beast has devoured him." We shall see what will become of his dreams!' " GENESIS 37:18-20

TRUE OR FALSE:

6. "And Reuben said to them, 'Shed no blood, but cast him into this pit which is in the wilderness, and do not lay a hand on him' - that he might deliver him out of their hands, and bring him back to his father." GENESIS 37:22

FILL IN THE BLANKS:

7. "Then Midianite traders passed by; so the brothers pulled Joseph up and lifted him out of the pit, and __________ him to the Ishmaelites for twenty shekels of silver. And they took Joseph to ____________." GENESIS 37:28

8. "Then they sent the tunic of many colors, and they brought it to their father and said, 'We have found this. Do you know whether it is your son's tunic or not? And he recognized it and said, 'It is my son's tunic. A wild beast has devoured him. Without doubt ____________ is torn to pieces.' " GENESIS 37:32-33

9. "And all his sons and all his daughters arose to comfort him; but he ______________ to be comforted, and he said, 'For I shall go down into the grave to my son in mourning.' Thus his father wept for him." GENESIS 37:35

ANSWER THE FOLLOWING:

10. Define ENVY.  

11. Define JEALOUSY.  

12. Define COVET.  

13. Do these three words mean the same thing?  Explain.

14. List all the BAD things that happened to Joseph in this chapter.

Notice the aspects of this story that are unfair. In the first place, it was unfair that Joseph's father should favor him over his brothers. However, it was also unfair that his brothers ganged up on him and sold him into slavery.  What does this unfair story teach us about the character of God? It demonstrates that God can take any "unfair" situation and turn it around to bring something good out of it. It shows us that God has a larger plan for salvation in mind than we can begin to understand -- and it may involve some unusual twists and turns. And the story reveals to us how God can take all kinds of hearts -- arrogant, bragging hearts as well as angry, jealous hearts -- and reshape them over time and trial into hearts that can love, forgive, and even create a dynasty.







