	Sunday, April 7, 2002
	CREATION
	Genesis 3:1 - 24


We can hardly imagine what it must have been like to be the first and only person on earth.  It’s one thing for us to be lonely; it was another for Adam, who had never known another human being.  He missed much that makes us who we are – he had no childhood, no parents, no family or friends.  He had to learn to be human on his own.  Fortunately, God didn’t let him struggle too long before presenting him with and ideal companion and mate, Eve.  Theirs was a complete, innocent, and open oneness, without a hint of shame.

READ the text.  

1. Did Adam tell Eve about the trees in the Garden?  How do you know?

One of Adam’s first conversations with his delightful new companion must have been about the rules of the garden.  Before God made Eve he had already given Adam complete freedom in the garden, with the responsibility to tend and care for it.  But one tree was off limits, the tree of ____________ of ______________ and ______________.  

2. What did God say would happen if they ate of the tree of knowledge?

3. What did the serpent say would happen if they ate of the tree of knowledge?
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The serpent, Satan, tempted Eve by getting her to doubt God’s goodness.  He implied that God was strict, stingy, and selfish for not wanting Eve to share his knowledge of good and evil.  Satan made Eve forget all God had given her and, instead, focus on the one thing she could not have.  

4. Do you ever feel sorry for yourself because you don’t have something?  What should you do the next time you feel that way?

5. “When the woman saw that the tree was good for ____________, and that it was a delight to the _____________, and that the tree was desirable to make one _______________, she took from its fruit and ate; and she gave also to her husband with her, and he ate” – Genesis 3:6

6. ASK A PARENT FOR HELP.  Compare the above verse with I John 2:16.  Has God or mankind changed at all?

7. Notice what Eve did:  She looked, she took, she ate, and she gave.  The battle is often lost at the first look.  Temptation often begins by simply seeing something you want.  Paul offered some advice to the young Timothy about youthful desires (2 Timothy2:22).   What did he say to do?

8. What happened when they ate the fruit?  And what did Adam and Eve do?  

A guilty conscience is a warning signal God placed inside you that goes off when you’ve done wrong.  The worst thing that can happen to us is for us to get rid of the guilty feelings without getting rid of what caused those feelings.  It would be like taking medicine to get rid of a pain and ignoring the cause of the pain itself.  The damage would continue until it got too far to make right again.  Be glad those guilty feelings are there.  They make you aware of your error so you can ask for forgiveness – from others and from God – and then you can correct your wrongdoing.

9. If someone sins, who is responsible for that sin?

10. When God asked Adam about his sin, whom did he blame?

11. And whom did Eve blame?

12. Define CONSEQUENCE.

Adam and Eve chose their course of action.  And then God chose his.  As a holy God, he could respond only in a way consistent with his perfect moral nature.  He could not allow sin to go unchecked; he had to punish it.    Adam and Eve’s punishment reflects how seriously God views sin of any kind.

In your own words, describe God’s punishment for each participant

	Serpent (Satan)
	Eve
	Adam

	
	
	














