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	Abraham and Lot
	Genesis 19:1 – 38


The Abrahamic Covenant has both a physical and spiritual application (Gen. 12:1-3; Gen. 17:6,20,21). Physical fulfillment of this covenant included Isaac, Israel and Palestine. Spiritual fulfillment included Christ (true seed), the church (true nation) and salvation rest (true land). See Gal. 3:16; 1Pet. 2:9; Heb. 11:8-16. Thus, the believer in Christ inherits all spiritual blessings as promised to Abraham because of union with Christ
Noahic Covenant

Abrahamic Covenant

Mosaic Covenant

Abraham obeyed in going to the land, but when a famine came and times got hard he fled into Egypt for food. He could not yet trust God enough to stay. This again shows the weakness and failure of man to live up to God's requirements. In every dispensation man in some way fails to keep God's word and consequently brings judgment upon himself. 

Moreover, the character of the descendants of Abraham degenerated from that of Abraham. Even though Abraham was afraid and lied in Egypt about Sarah, Isaac seemed to lie more easily (Gen. 26:7). Jacob (meaning Deceiver or Supplanter) was even more blatant in sin. He lied, deceived, tricked, and schemed it appears without a second thought (Gen. 27:6-29). Likewise, his sons (with the exception of Joseph) were even more mixed up in vice and evil. From adultery with handmaids and harlots to murder and kidnapping (Gen. 34:25, 37:23-36, 38:12-18), they all seemed to think lightly of sin. The actions of everyone concerned, from Abraham on down, and the degeneration of the character of the family in each succeeding generation caused God to send Abraham's seed into Egypt and later into bondage. It was 430 years from the call of Abraham to the exodus from Egypt, the length of this dispensation. 

	Point of Duality
	Physical Posterity
	Spiritual Posterity

	Two distinct God-given heirs. 

The seed ( singular ) of Abraham. Both were miraculously given
	Isaac
	Jesus

	Two distinct elect sons
	Isaac's elect son was Israel ( Jacob ), Gen 25:22-23, Rom 9:6ff.
	Jesus is also God's elect son, Hos 11:1, cp. Matt 2:15, cp. also Isaiah 42:1

	Two distinct sets of descendants
	The Hebrew people, the nation of Israel, are Abraham's covenantal posterity according to the natural created order, Gen 15:3,5,18; 17:7,9
	Believers in Christ are Abraham's covenantal posterity according to the spiritual re-created order. Gal 3:7-9, 14, 29; Rom 4:11-17; Heb 2:16 etc.

	Two distinct circumcisions
	The one is in the body and characterizes the natural posterity
	The other is in the heart ( soul ) and characterizes spiritual posterity. Rom 2:28-19, Philip 3:2, Col 2:11

	Two distinct ways of generation. 
Each posterity, the natural and the spiritual, propagate successive generations. Each propagates and multiplies by the same method of generation by which it originated
	The natural posterity originates and propagates by natural generation, i.e. human procreation
	The spiritual posterity originates by spiritual regeneration. Is 53:10, Heb 2:13, John 1:12-13


What promises were included in the covenant God made with Abraham? Here is a list:

1. A great nation was to come out of Abraham, namely, the nation of Israel (Genesis 12:2; 13:16; 15:5; 17:1-2, 7; 22:17b)

2. Abraham was promised a land -- specifically, the Land of Canaan (Genesis 12:1, 7; 13:14-15, 17; 15:17-21; 17:8). Later we learn that the privilege of Abraham's descendants, the Jewish people, for living in their land under God's blessing is conditioned upon their obedience (see, for example, Deuteronomy 28-29). But whether the Jews are physically residing inside or outside of the land, or whether anyone else may control it by conquest or any other means, the land belongs to the Jewish people by divine right.

3. Abraham himself was to be greatly blessed (12:2b; 15:6; 22:15-17a)

4. Abraham's name would be great (12:2c)

5. Abraham will be a blessing to others (12:2d)

6. Those who bless will be blessed (12:3a)

7. The one who curses will be cursed (12:3b) -- again and again this principle is operative in the prophets as they pronounce judgment on the nations surrounding Israel for the treatment of His chosen people.

8. In Abraham all the earth will ultimately be blessed, a promise of Gentile blessing (12:3c; 22:18)

9. Abraham would receive a son through his wife Sarah (15:1-4; 17:16-21)

10. His descendants would undergo the Egyptian bondage (15:13-14)

11. Other nations as well as Israel would come forth from Abraham (17:3-4, 6; the Arab states are some of these nations)

12. His name was to be changed from Abram to Abraham (17:5)

13. Sarai's name was to be changed to Sarah (17:15)

14. There was to be a token/sign of the covenant -- circumcision (17:9-14).

EDEN 
Before the fall, Adam was to replenish the earth and subdue it for human use. God made covenant with Adam and Eve which gave them dominion and the provision of all their needs, if they fulfilled the terms. The terms were do not eat of the tree of knowledge of good and evil. The agreement was clearly laid out, obey and have life, dominion and the unconditional provision of all your needs. Disobey and the results will be, death, subjection and a struggle for your needs. In this covenant there was no middle ground between blessing and cursing. No place was allowed for repentance. They made the wrong choice.  

ADAM 
Where sin does abound, God's grace does much more abound. A new covenant was made, this time it was a blood covenant. The Lord took animals and slew them. He used the skins to clothe the man and his wife. In this covenant the man and woman were responsible to do all known good and abstain from all known evil. God provided the sacrifice for failure, a covering for sin and the promise of a redeemer to come. Genesis 3:15 Isaiah 42:6  

NOAH 
After the flood, God renewed His pledge of redemption for man. This was a everlasting blood covenant. There was an altar, a sacrifice and the shedding of blood. God pledged to Noah: Never again will the whole earth be destroyed by flood. There will always be seed time, harvest, day and night. Man was to have an increase of dominion over animals (this time dominion would be because of fear.) Animals would be allowed for food. The mark of the covenant would be God's bow in the sky. Noah's part (and his seed after him) was: Do not ingest blood, (the life of the flesh is in the blood) do not commit murder (this includes suicide, for man is made in the image of God). Have faith in the coming redeemer. Noah became a preacher of the righteousness which is of faith. 2 Peter 2:5  







