	Wednesday, April 3, 2002
	CREATION
	Genesis 1:1 – 2:25


We sometimes wonder how our world came to be like it is.  Here, in Genesis, we find the answer.  God created the earth and everything in it, and made man like himself.  Although we may not understand the complexity of just how he did it, it is clear that God did create all life.  The Bible says God spoke and all was created.  This shows not only God’s authority over humanity, but also his deep love for all people.

1. READ BIBLE TEXT

2. Memory Work – Genesis 1:1

The simple statement that God created the heavens and the earth is one of the most challenging concepts confronting the modern mind.  The vast galaxy we live in is spinning at the incredible speed of 490,000 miles an hour.  But even at this breakneck speed, our galaxy still needs 200 million year to make one rotation.  And there are over one billion other galaxies just like ours in the universe.

Some scientists say that the number of stars in creation is equal to all the grains of all the sands on all the beaches of the world.  Yet this complex sea of spinning stars functions with remarkable order and efficiency.  To say that the universe “just happened” or “evolved” requires more faith than to believe God is behind these amazing statistics.  God truly did create a wonderful universe.

3. Fill in the following Chart by listing what God created or did on each day and in which verse you found the answer.

	Day 1
	
	

	Day 2
	
	

	Day 3
	
	

	Day 4
	
	

	Day 5
	
	

	Day 6
	
	

	Day 7
	
	


4. From what special material did God make man?  

5. Describe the Garden of Eden.  Include all that you read God put there.

The Bible says regarding the location of Eden:

"And a river went out of Eden, to water the garden; and from thence it was parted, and became into four heads." 


-Genesis 2:10 
However, the Bible records a devastating worldwide Flood, many centuries after Adam and Eve were expelled from the Garden. Sedimentary layers sometimes miles thick, bear mute testimony to this massive watery upheaval which tore apart and buried forever the pre-Flood world. 

Two of these rivers are called Hiddekel and Perath.  This is why many Christians have assumed that the original garden was located somewhere in the Mesopotamian region (around present day Iraq) where the modern Tigris and Euphrates rivers flow.
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After the Flood, the survivors (Noah's family) moved to the plain of Shinar (Sumeria/Babylonia), which is where we find rivers today called Tigris and Euphrates. These are therefore clearly not the same rivers. They run on top of Flood-deposited layers of rock containing billions of dead things (killed by the Flood). These rivers were probably named after the original pre-Flood rivers, just as settlers from the British Isles to America and Australasia applied familiar names to many places in their "new world." 

Note also, that the Bible speaks of one river breaking into four. This is not what is found in the Middle East today. The Garden was destroyed by the Flood. Its actual location on the globe can never be established.

6. Why did God put Adam in the Garden?  What were his instructions?

7. Why would God place a tree in the garden and then forbid Adam to eat from it?  

8. What was the last thing God created?  What was the creation’s special beginning and purpose?

9. THOUGHT QUESTION:  Have you ever wondered WHY God created everything in the world – including man?  Write your idea(s) here and be prepared to discuss in class.
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