	Sunday, April 21, 2002
	Tower of Babel, Abraham 
	Genesis 11:1 – 32


According to the Bible, all humans on earth today are descended from Noah and his wife, his three sons and their wives, and before that from Adam and Eve (Genesis 1-11). The Bible tells us how the population that descended from Noah's family had one language and by living in one place was disobeying God's command to "fill the earth" (Genesis 9:1, 11:4).

Read the Bible text and answer the following questions.
1. Where was the world’s population living?

2. What was God’s instruction to Noah’s family after they exited the ark? (9:1)  Had they done this?

3. From a dictionary, what is a ziggurat?
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Artist’s reconstruction of the Tower of Babel. This view, modeled upon ancient ziggurats, is probably very similar to how it actually appeared. The Greek historian Herodotus (5th century BC), who saw it on his way through Babylon, described it as having eight levels, and standing a colossal 60 m (about 20 modern stories) high
4. Why did the people decide to build a tower? (v.4)

5. Read Genesis 12:2.  Who can make someone’s name great?

6. What does “Babel” mean?

Notice the genealogy beginning with Shem (v.10).  Shem was 100 years old, had a son, and lived another 500 years.  See how the men lived progressively shorter and shorter lives until you read about Norah (Abraham’s Grandfather) who only lived 148 years.

7.   The next section of Biblical history deals with one family – and in particular the story unfolds beginning with one verse.  Rewrite 11:30 below.







